











COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


NumserR XXIV. 


Turspay, 19 March, 1793. 


Qui fe oftentat, aut eorum, quibufcum efi, commodi rationem non habet, 
is ineptus dicitur. TuLL. 

He, who is offentatious, or who pays no regard to the conveni- 
ence of thofe, with whom he affociates, is impertinent, 








W uen the Spefator had paffed about 
a month at the feat of Str Roger de Coveriey, during 
which time, as my Readers may remember, he con- 
fined himfelf chiefly to rural topics, he began to 
difcover that he had fixed upon a fituation not the 
moft convenient for the purpofe of collecting re. 
marks. ‘ My greateft difficulty” fays he “in the 
« Country is to find fport, and in Town to chufe it.” 
Had fo difcouraging an obfervation recurred to my 
remembfance, when I firfl formed the defign of 
publifhing thefe weekly Papers, it would immedi- 
ately have caufed me torelinquifh my fcheme. And, 
indeed, confidering the inconftancy of my temper, 
I have wondered, how a plan, which took a fort- 
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190 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


night’s deliberation, ever came to be executed: for 
a fortnight, tho’ no very great fpace of time, might 
have thrown into my way fifty obftacles and objec- 
tions, any one of which, to a man of my turn of 
mind, would have been fufficient to have rendered 
my project abortive. 


Mixep fociety is, undoubtedly, the proper fcene 
for a Speéfator; and the difficulty of meeting with it 
in the Country muft have given given rife to the 
remark above quoted. It is poflible to havea nu- 
merous acquaintance without poffefling the means 
of obfervation. When we are conftant witnefles of 
the fame habits and peculiarities, they make little 
impreffion on the mirid, but foon grow familiar and 
pafs unobferved: it is among ftrangers, that we 
muft acquire a knowledge of life and manners, be« 
caufe the particular cuftoms and fentiments of per- 
fons unknown to us, {trike us with the force of no- 


velty, and are contemplated without partiality or 
prejudice. 


In order, however, to collect as many remarks aa 
poffible for the fupport of my fpeculations, I deter- 
mined to purfue the fame plan in the Country, 
which my illuftrious forerunner did in Twa, by 
mixing with the moft mifcellaneous companies I 
could find. Recollecting his imaginary club, I in- 
{tantly became a member of.a real one, confiftings 
partly, of the fame fort of perfonages with thofe, ia. 
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whofe company he pretends to have pafled his even- 
ings. It boafts feveral names of equal credit in the 
City with Sir Andrew Freeport; three Clergymen of 
great worth; a gentleman of the Juner Temple, of 
whom delicacy forbids me to fpeak particularly ; a 
SpeGator, whom I fhall barely mention; and a 
variety of characters not to be met with in the ficti- 
tious club. As to a Capsain Sentry, a Sir Roger, and 
a Will Honeycomb, tho’ we have no gentlemen of 
their defcription on our lift, I fometimes think 
I can difcern them among the company, who 
occafionally honor us with a vifit. From affo. 
ciating every Friday Evening with perfonages like 
thefe, it may be fuppofed, | have derived no incon. 
fiderable advantage ; and I take this opportunity of 
mentioning them with refpect, whilft I am yeta 
member of their fociety, not, perhaps, without the 
vanity of hoping, that they will fometimes drink 
my health, when I am Over the hills and far 
* away,” ; 


Tue place, however, in which | had expected to 
have been able to collect remarks in the greateft 
abundance, is the common room at anv of the great 
inns frequented by Travellers. Amidft fuch a va- 
riety of men of fo many different occupations, fome 
of whom in-the courfe of the year vifit every town 
of note in the kingdom, one might naturally hope 
to findtreafures of defultory knowledge, which re- 
quire only to be brought to light, to rife to value 
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and importance. With this intent I have frequently 
popped my head into a room full of fuch company, 
pretty certain of collecting hints for my next week’s 
lucubration; but from whatever caufe it proceeds, 
I never have been able to boaft of mv fuccefs. I 
generally obferve in them an invincible averfion to 
difcourfe on any fubjects, which can be interefting, 
fuch as their adventures, the profperity or decline 
of their fpecies of trafic, the manners and cuftoms 
of the places they have vifited, and other topics of 
the like nature. Ihave only gathered from their 
difcourfe, thar the weather was fair or foul, and that 
the lait {tage they had travelled, was a long or ihort 
one. This unwillingnefs of communication ] have 
fometimes attributed to the fatigue arifing from 
their journey : at other times I have imagined, that 
the vaft quantities of tobacco, which they {moak, 
has for a while clouded their underftandings : and, 
more than once, I have fufpected, that they had re- 
ceived fecret intelligence of my being a fpy. But 
upon more mature deliberation, I am inclined to 
believe that all men, who have feen the world are 
fhy before thofe, who have feen as much of it as 
themfelves, however communicative they may be 
to the ignorant and untravelled. They, who relate 
adventures, ufually do it with a view to excite fur- 
prife ; and where nobody can be made to ftare with- 
out the aid of embellifhment, and every deviation 
from the truth is liable to be detected, it is no won- 
der if loquacity give way to filence, or facts alone 
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be afferted, which nobody can _ contradict or 
difbelieve. 


Or the fubjects, however, ‘which occur to the 
obfervation of a Country Spe@aiocr, tome are facred 
and dangerous to meddle with. I have often begun 
a {peculation, which delicacy has obliged me to fup- 
prefs, and I have drawn characiers, which have ne- 
ver feen the light, from their too great fimilarity to 
thofe of fome of my Readers, who happening to re- 
cognife an accidental likenefs, might imagine them- 
felves fingled out for fatire or ridicule. To iteer 
clear of this difficulty requires no common fki.i. 
He, who writes in the Country, and draws charac- 
ters at all like the life, will certainly be thougit a 
libeller and lampooner ; yet he, who lafhes foilies, 
which exift only in the imagination, wherever he maj 
chance to write, will certainly no where be read. 

Tuus circumfcribed are the limits, which are 
fixed to my difquifitrions. I have, therefore, found 
it neceflary fometimes to admit papers, which have 
no immediate reference to rural life, but are equally 
adapted both to the’ Town and Country. Thele 
may be confidered in the nature of the alloy, which 
artifts mix with pure gold ; for while they make the 
genuine metal hold out longer, they render the 
compofition more durable : they take away fome- 
thing from the locality of my work; a property, 
above all others, hoftile to the longevity of literature. 
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Tue following letters have arrived very oppor. 
tunely for filling up to-day’s Paper. 


To tHe Country SPECTATOR. 
Sit, 

I ama young lady, one among many others in the 
town, 11 which I live, who are much pleafed with 
your Eflay of March sth. To entertain honourable 
notions of our fex, is a very {trong proof thata man 
has a good heart. I am happy to find in more places 
than one of your work, that you highiy approve of 
our amufing ourfelves with reading ; but I rather 
wonder that while you were upon this fubject, you 
aever laid a word about Book-Socivties. J can only 
iuppofe, that you never heard of fuch things, or elfe 
that you difapprove of them; tho’ to recommend 
reading and to difcourage us from having books, is 
what | cannot comprehend. 


However, Sir, you are to know that in this town 
a Book-Society has been eftablifhed for thefe laft 
nineteen years. I have heard (for I do not remem- 
ber fo tar back) that for fome time there were no 
complaints among the fubfcribers, but all parties 
were fatisfied. But about two years ago books were 
introduced into the Society, that the majority dif- 
approved of ; and, indeed, I wonder it had not al- 
ways bern the cafe, as every fubfcriber had a right 
jn turn to befpeak whatever books he pleafed : and 
fome of them I am pretty fure are no great judges, 
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befides that our town is divided into almoft. as 
many parties as families. About a year ago there 
came to refide in the town Mr. Ru/?, the Curate, 
who had the reputation of great learning and judg- 
ment inbooks. He was requefted by all the fub. 
icribers to take upon himfelf the trouble of ordering 
for the ufe of the Societv, whatever books he 
thought proper. I was reading the other day ina 
political pamphlet, that “ it is always dangerous to 
“renounce rights, or to veft aggregated power in 
“any fingle perfon.” And fo, indeed, I find it. 
Mr. Ruff has exceedingly abufed his authority by 
ordering fuch books, as half the Society, which is 
chiefly compofed of women, cannot underftand. I 
could not recollect the names of one quarter of them, 
but Ihave a lift now before me; in which I find 
Gilbert Wakefield’s Silva Critica, Gregory’s Pbim 
lofopbical Effays, Siglarium Romanum, Archeologia and 
fifty others with hard names: and I verily believe, 
if you had made ufe conftantly of Engl/b mottos, 
he would not have taken in the Country Spefaior ; 
tho’ Iam certain it is much more entertaining to 
the ladies, than any one of the books above-men- 
mentioned. Now, Sir, I only wifh you either to 
print this letter, or to give your thoughts upon the 
fubject in your own words. 
eR HH ] am 


Y«. attentive Reader 
M. =. 


Mar. 13, 1793+ 
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To tHE Country Spectator. 
Sir, 

Tue Reverend Mr. Ruff, Secretary to a Literary 
Afiociation, having heard that fome young ladies, 
members of the fame, are diffatisfied with his pro- 
ceedings, and mean to publifh their complaint in 
the Country Speczator, he takes this occafion of in- 
forming them, that he is exceedingly difgufted with 
the levity of the female mind, which difdaining the 
inveftigation of Philofophical truth, is intent only 
on what is nugatory and abfurd. Ever fince he was 
appointed to his important truft, he has made it his 
ftudy to admit fuch books only, as would be leaft 
likely to corrupt the hearts of female ftudents. He 
has, therefore, opened to them the treafures of Clafical 
Literature, Britifh Antiquities and Verbal Criticifm: and 
in order to qualify himfelf for his office, he not only 
has conftantly confulted the ableft Critics at home, 
but he has regularly correfponded with the moft 
learned Profeffors in the foreign Univerfities. Since, 
however, he is ftill deemed unfit to execute the truft 
repofed in him, he this day begs leave formally to 
refign it. 

ee ee HE 


14 Mar. 1793. 5. 











